Introduction
This course considers a growing (if belated) scholarly literature on discrimination affecting Arab, Muslim, Sikh, and South Asian Americans-or "Islamophobia." We will evaluate the effect of the framework of race and racism on a diverse collection of peoples who have built communities in the United States including Afghans, Asian Indians, Chaldeans, Iranians, Kurds, Turks, Pakistanis, and many more national, ethnic, and religious groups. The challenge of understanding the impact of race on the development of these Middle Eastern American communities requires us to engage with knowledge from a range of disciplines and fields such as ethnic studies, sociology, anthropology, and political science.
The so-called Middle East is a vast expanse of geography with unclear boundaries. In contemporary parlance, "Middle East" refers variously to most (or all) of southwestern Asia and northern Africa. Like all large geographic areas, these regions are of course home to a wide array of religious, ethnic, national, and cultural groups. People born in these parts of the world have been involved in the American social landscape since at least the 1500s. But until recently these communities have been largely neglected by American scholars.
Despite rapid migration from the Middle East to the United States since the turn of the twentieth century, Middle Eastern American communities are among the least studied and most misunderstood. The results of this scholarly neglect include the expansion of racialized stereotypes that have become common knowledge across the United States. In recent decades, hate crimes, discrimination, and exclusion have emerged in a familiar American pattern of racial scapegoating. This course endeavors to provide a better understanding of the efforts of civil rights advocates working to confront Islamophobia in the contemporary United States.
Attendance and Participation
The success of the course is a shared responsibility of all participants. For that reason, attendance at course meetings is mandatory. You will not meet the course objectives without good attendance at all course sessions. Students who miss a session must seek out a fellow student to review what they missed before contacting the professor with questions about the missed session. Five class sessions missed -for any reason -will automatically result in a 0/10 score on the attendance and participation grade for the course. Each additional missed session after the fifth will result in a further five percentage point penalty. Note that there are no "excused" or "unexcused" absences. For example, missing seven class sessions in total will result in a 20% reduction in the student's overall grade for the course.
Films
Several films will be screened throughout the course. It is each student's responsibility to see the films. If you are absent from a class in which a film is screened, you must make your own arrangements for an alternative screening. Some (but not all) films will be available through campus libraries and streaming services.
Reading
A list of required books appears at the top of the first page of this Syllabus. At the bottom of this Syllabus, you will find a course schedule with specific reading assignments from these books and from additional sources made available on the course BlackBoard homepage. In our class discussions, we will proceed with the expectation that all participants have completed a critical evaluation of the assigned readings prior to arriving in class. Completing the reading assignments is essential in order to achieve the goals of the course. In addition, following the reading schedule is necessary in order to perform well on the midterm and final examinations.
Assignments and Examinations
The course includes four main components: a Weekly Writing Assignment, two Examinations, and a Synthesis Essay. Each of these components is described in detail in separate documents, which are summarized briefly here. The Weekly Writing Assignment involves participating on an online discussion forum for the course. Each student is responsible for at least two posts and 300 words per week on the forum. Students must participate weekly -there is no way to "make up" or submit late posts after the weekly due date. The First Examination will be held during class near the midpoint of the semester. The Final Examination will be held during a special Final Exam session. The Synthesis Essay will be a paper of moderate length, due near the end of the semester, that requires students to synthesize several course readings.
Honor Code
The Emory University Honor Code applies fully to this course. When you take an exam or submit an assignment, you are pledging to the Honor Code. The Honor Code, a list of offenses and the Honor Council process may be found in the College Catalog, http://catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policies-regulations/honor-code.html. The Honor Code states in part: "Any person who uses a writer's ideas or phraseology without giving due credit is guilty of plagiarism." Please be aware that the instructor may use sophisticated computer software in order to detect plagiarism. Any student who commits plagiarism will be subject to severe penalties up to and including a failing grade in the course and in some cases, expulsion from the University. Do not plagiarize. If you have any questions about this policy do not hesitate to contact the instructor.
Grading Policy
Attendance and participation, performance on the weekly written assignments, the Synthesis Essay, and the examinations constitute the components of your grade according to this schedule. Please note that you cannot receive a passing grade in the course without completing each and every one of these components.
Component

Percentage of Final Grade
Attendance and Participation 10 Midterm Examination 15 Weekly Writing Assignment 35 Synthesis Essay 15 Final Examination 25 Total 100
Grading Scale
The grade of A indicates very strong, exemplary work. The B grade represents good work, with few significant flaws. C indicates work that is adequate but flawed. The grade of D represents work containing many serious flaws and/or major deficiencies. The grade of F indicates unacceptable, very poor work. The following scale will be used to evaluate the exams and written assignments. 
Letter Grade Percentage Score
Academic Accommodations
If you are eligible for academic accommodations, please make an appointment for a one-on-one meeting with Professor Love as soon as possible.
Access, Disability Services and Resources (ADSR) works with students who have disabilities to provide reasonable accommodations. In order to receive consideration for reasonable accommodations, you must contact ADSR. It is the responsibility of the student to register with ADSR. Please note that accommodations are not retroactive and that disability accommodations are not provided until an accommodation letter has been processed. Students registered with ADSR who have a letter outlining their academic accommodations, are strongly encouraged to coordinate a meeting time with your professor that will be best for both to discuss a protocol to implement the accommodations as needed throughout the semester. This meeting should occur as early in the semester as possible. Contact Access, Disability Services and Resources for more information at (404) 727-9877 or adsrstudent@emory.edu. Additional information is available at the ADSR website at http://equityandinclusion.emory.edu/access/students/index.html.
Policy on Late Assignments and Missed Exams
For reasons of fairness and due to the large amount of work in this course, it is important that students submit all work to the professor on time. Unless otherwise noted in writing, assignments are due at the start of the class session on the due date. Electronic submission of assignments must be carried out according to the instructions provided. It is the student's responsibility to correct any technical problems with submitting work to the professor, and any technical issues must be corrected before the assignment is due. Assignments that the professor cannot evaluate due to technical issues will be considered to have been not submitted. For assistance, students may consult Student Technical Support.
Except for the Weekly Writing Assignment, late assignments will only be accepted in the first twenty-four hours after the original due date. Late assignments will be penalized by ten percentage points when submitted within the first twentyfour hours after the deadline, and the professor will refuse to accept assignments submitted even later. After twentyfour hours, assignments may be submitted only to satisfy the requirement for completing all coursework, but the professor will record a grade of zero for that late assignment. Messages asking for special arrangements sent on the day an assignment is due, or only one day before the due date, or any time after the due date, are plainly unacceptable except in case of bona fide sudden emergency.
No early exam will be given for any reason. There are no exceptions, unless reasonable accommodations due to a disability are necessary.
Missed exams result in a grade of zero for that exam. Students unable to take an examination or submit an assignment due to reasons of a bona fide and sudden emergency may make special arrangements with the professor, although in those circumstances students will first be required to coordinate with the dean's office.
Communications
You are encouraged to meet with the professor during regular office hours. Just drop by my office! Appointments for office hours are not necessary, but you can make an appointment if you cannot make it to the scheduled open hours. You are also welcome to email at any time with questions or concerns. You can expect a prompt email response, but please do not expect a response outside of regular business hours, 9am until 5pm on weekdays. You may also telephone my office, but please keep in mind that I will usually not answer the phone during regular office hours while I'm in meetings, and I will respond to email more quickly than to a voicemail message.
Class Deportment
This course deals with sensitive subjects that often involve emotional and deeply personal issues. Each student is expected to treat everyone in the course with respect. While students should feel free to disagree with one another and with the instructor during discussions, disparaging remarks which intend to harm or threaten will not be tolerated.
Please do not disturb the learning environment. Leisure activities (texting, gaming, browsing the web) that might seem inconspicuous actually disrupt the learning process for everyone. Please arrive to class on time, as tardy arrivals always disrupt the class. A student who is consistently disruptive will be dismissed from the classroom, and that student will not be allowed to return to the classroom until after personally speaking with the instructor in office hours.
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